
 

 

       

June/July 2016 

Dear Parent 

As the academic year draws to a close, it is interesting to both reflect on this term and to consider the future. Draw-

ing a balance between May and June, traditionally an eclectic mix of the normal timetable, statutory tests and as-

sessments, workshops and visits, is a challenge. Despite the national controversies surrounding the validity and, 

most recently, the integrity of statutory tests (questions and answers leaked and put on the web-site) based on the 

new curriculum for the first time, the school has moved on – all completed or on course to have been complet-

ed.The younger children celebrated the Queen’s official birthday by holding a “street party” and learned something 

of her role and service to the country. Some five year olds, who are regular communicators with the Palace, have 

written to congratulate her and eagerly await another embossed envelope by way of reply!   Fighting a rain-soaked 

Beaumanor Hall and Park, the Upper Key Stage 2 (top junior) children participated fully in a residential visit. Such an 

activity provides excellent opportunities for children to challenge themselves through climbing technically challeng-

ing, and very high, rock faces; manoeuvring around a taxing high wire system, many metres from the ground; ab-

seiling to the ground below; canoeing and negotiating weirs and locks;  learning the skills of archery and partici-

pating in a variety of other team-building activities. The children know that they have been tested and they appreci-

ate the subtlety of the life-skills being imparted. It is a most valuable experience. For similar reasons, the seven year 

old children took part in (another soaking) a  sleep-over, under canvas, within the curtilage of the Forest School. 

They looked at the night sky (rather cloudy) and conducted extensive investigation into animal nightlife. Access to 

an infra-red camera has provided them with an insight into “life after dark”. Photographs relating to both activities 

are on the school’s web-site.  June will see the conclusion of several months’ work on collecting data relating to the 

growth patterns of seeds – some of which may have been stored on the International Space Station and the rest on 

Earth. Thrussington School was selected to take part in national trials into investigating whether zero gravity affect-

ed and, if so, to what extent, the germination and growth of plants. The data will be submitted and the findings pro-

cessed.  B.B.C. Radio Leicester has been following the progress of this project with this School, making several visits 

and interviewing the children.  Later this month, the older children contextualised  Geography and  History studies 

by taking part in an archaeological dig with the Department of Ancient History at the University of Leicester at their 

site in Bradgate.  At the end of term, the whole school will visit Twycross Zoo to participate in workshops and learn 

about the global environment, endangered species and the work of this zoo in protecting endangered species.  
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Progress on the refurbishment of and extension to the school is steady – the school continues to function around 

numerous visits by teams of surveyors. Final plans are being drawn up in preparation for the pre-planning applica-

tion stage, now anticipated to be within the first two weeks of July, and the P.T.F.A. is drawing up a programme of 

fund-raising events which will help with the installation of furniture and fittings once the building work is complet-

ed. Once the plans are ready, and one hopes that this will be soon, governors will convene a meeting with the com-

munity to discuss our intentions. I regard this commitment of £770,000 + by the Department for Education as an 

investment in the future of Thrussington School and I hope that everyone will be determined to ensure that a first 

class education continues to be provided to the children of this village, and beyond, for many years to come.  I ask, 

therefore, that you support the project and the P.T.F.A. in this endeavour. 

At this time of year, we welcome the children, and their families, who will be joining the school in September and 

bid farewell to those who will be moving on. There will be a special celebration to mark those children’s achieve-

ments, to be held at Holy Trinity Church at 1.30pm on Friday 15 July and you are all most welcome to attend.  A 

member of staff, Mrs. Penny Bennett, who has been with us for some years, will be retiring at the end of this term.  

I would like to take this opportunity of thanking her, on behalf of the school, for all that she has done to support 

the work of the school in giving the children a good start in life. 

I wish you all a very happy summer holiday. 

Mrs. E. Moore. 

Headteacher. 

PTFA News 

SAVE THE DATE—THRUSSINGTON VILLAGE FAIR & SCARECROW TRAIL 

SATURDAY 17 & SUNDAY 18 SEPTEMBER 2016 

Saturday: Scarecrow trail, village fair, food, drink, stalls, craft, games and entertainment 

Sunday: scarecrow trail and outdoor entertainment 

All funds raised go to Thrussington Prmary School and Holy Trinity Church 

The scarecrow theme this year is ‘Disney’ 

If you would like to have a scarecrow, do get in touch with Jo Meacock or Jemma Ford 

Hope to see you there! 

WELL DONE & THANK YOU 

The PTFA raised the 

impressive amount of 

£990 on the Joules sale 

School Uniform 

The school requires the wearing of school 

uniform. The colours are: maroon outer 

tops, white shirts, grey skirts/ trousers 

and black, outdoor shoes (not trainers).  

Embroidered uniform is obtainable from 

tesco.com/ues 
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11.07.16 6.30pm first choice Performance 

13.07.16 6.30pm second choice performance 

14.07.16 Whole school visit to Twycross 

15.07.16 1.30pm Leavers’ celebration in church 

15.07.16 School closes 

30.08.16 School re-opens to children 



 

 

July 2016 
 

Dear Parents, Staff and Pupils, 

 

It is hard to believe the summer term is almost at an end.  I use the word “summer” advisedly, since the 
weather recently has been decidedly UN-summery for the most part, although, as I write this, the sun is 
shining, so perhaps the weather is taking a turn for the better. 

 

Life at Thrussington school continues to be full and active and it is always amazing how much can be fit-
ted into each day.  Mrs Moore, staff and volunteers are to be congratulated and thanked for giving the pu-
pils in their care such a diverse and stimulating education, both in the classroom and through the many 
extra curricular activities on offer.  The various activities, such as the Beaumanor Residential visits, trips to 
places of interest, like the National Space Centre, the night in the Forest School, all add to the educational 
and life experience for pupils.  Photos and video clips of many of the school events are displayed on the 
school's website and staff involved in this work are to be congratulated for the excellent snapshots of 
school life portrayed.  If you do not already look at the website, I commend you to do so. 

 

In March the school heard that its second bid to the Government's Education Funding Agency for  Condi-
tion Improvement Funding, to increase the size of the school, had been successful.  It was very exciting 
news and means that the school can now start the New Build process:  to consult with parents, village res-
idents and other stakeholders,  to obtain Charnwood Borough Council Planning Permission and, through 
its Consultants, to go out to tender to find a suitable builder.  It is hoped that the new building will be fin-
ished in time for the September term 2017. 

 

The PTFA continues to raise money for the school and their latest venture, the Joules Seconds Sale at 
the end of June, produced an astonishing £990 for funds.  I don't know HOW they do it, but they have a 
real talent for fund raising, and the school and governors are all VERY grateful for their incredible efforts.  
Well done and thank you to all involved with these events. 

 

A big thank you, parents, for your constant support and faith in the school.  It goes without saying that 
without you and your children, there would be no school! 

 

For Year 6 pupils this is the end of an era, as they leave Thrussington to start the next phase of their edu-
cation at secondary school.  We hope that they leave with happy memories of their time at this school and 
that their education here will stand them in good stead in the years to come.  Very best wishes and good 
luck to you all. 

 

This is the last Newsletter I shall be writing to you as chair of governors.  I am standing down at the end of 
this academic year and the Governing Body will elect a new chair of governors in September.   I take this 
opportunity to thank my fellow governors for all their hard work and commitment to the school.  They are a 
great team. 

 

I hope you all have a very happy and enjoyable - and even sunny - summer. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Janet Heath 

Chair of Governors 


